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WE BELIEVE 
CLIMBING CAN
CREATE A
BETTER WORLD

P H I L I P P I N E S

P H O T O  B Y  N I C K  A G U I L O S
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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

V E R O N I C A  B A K E R
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R
T H E  G L O B A L  C L I M B I N G  I N I T I A T I V E

At The Global Climbing Initiative, we believe that climbing is a 

microcosm of the greater world, and that by changing ourselves and 

our communities through climbing, we can change society. This is the 

core philosophy driving our work to support the growth of self-empowered

climbing communities around the globe, equipped with the knowledge and

resources to use climbing as a force for positive change.
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There is nothing more important than supporting one another, dreaming

together, and taking action to build a better future. Seeing the GCI team

mentoring community leaders, transporting gear to groups lacking access,

organizing technical trainings, shaping best practices, and raising funds to

support grassroots projects, I am proud to witness the shift we are creating in

the climbing world to catalyze greater access and equity on a worldwide scale.

At just 4 years in, and with even bigger projects and partnerships in the works,

our growth and impact are on an exponential trajectory. Our success lies in the

extraordinary dedication of our team of volunteers and the support of our

donors, who share our vision for the future of climbing and have stepped up to

put our goals into action.

Thank you for empowering us with your support. We couldn't do this without you.

K E N Y A

P H O T O  B Y  D A N N Y  S K I L T O N /
C L I M B I N G  L I F E  K E N Y A



We equip climbing
communities worldwide
with the knowledge and
resources to thrive

We are the bridge connecting
emerging climbing
communities to the funds,
gear, and skills they need to
implement their visions for
the future of our sport

OUR MISSION

M A L A W I

P H O T O  B Y  C L I M B  M A L A W I
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WE INVEST IN LOCAL
CLIMBING LEADERS THROUGH

GEAR TRAINING

I N D I A

P H O T O  B Y  G A Y A T R I  J U V E K A R /
C L I M B  L I K E  A  W O M A N

BEST
PRACTICES FUNDING
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IN 2022,

8 , 0 6 0
volunteer

hours

7 2
countries
worldwide

1 4

we were
powered by 

volunteer
staff

who gave
over

$ 6 5 , 1 5 8
to support 
our mission

and 
raised

AS A RESULT,  WE ACHIEVED THE FOLLOWING IMPACT:

8
local climbing
organizations

deep advising
partnerships with

best practices chapter
downloads in

4 0 0
pounds of climbing

gear distributed

more
than

1
first Climbing Leadership

Fund recipient

investment
in 

5
storytelling 

projects

local voices
elevated through

5
(180 kg)

P H I L I P P I N E S

P H O T O  B Y  L I L A Y  M A R Q U E Z



IN 2022, OUR 
TEAM DISTRIBUTED

$15,000

TO 5 INCREDIBLE
ORGANIZATIONS 

P I T I  D H A R R  
I C E  F E S T

I N D I A

C L I M B I N G  L I F E  
K E N Y A

K E N Y A

C L I M B  L I K E  
A  W O M A N

M E X I C O

E S C A L A N D O
F R O N T E R A S

I N D I A

C O L E T I V O  
E S C A L A D A  L E N Ç Ó I S

B R A Z I L

ropes ,  harnesses ,  carab iners ,
he lmets ,  c l imbing  shoes ,
cha lk ,  s l ings ,  i ce  boots ,
s leep ing  bags ,  and co ld
weather  appare l

K E N Y A

P H O T O  B Y  D A N N Y  S K I L T O N /
C L I M B I N G  L I F E  K E N Y A

GEAR

OF GEAR

6



PRERNA DANGI

TRAINING

THROUGH OUR 
CLIMBING LEADERSHIP FUND, 
WE SUPPORTED CLIMBING
COMMUNITY LEADER

TO EARN HER AMGA SINGLE PITCH INSTRUCTOR
CERTIFICATION IN THE UNITED STATES

We a lso  spent  the  year  p lann ing
our  communi ty -sca le  mentorsh ip
and S ing le  P i tch  Ins t ructor
t ra in ing  in  Kenya  for  Spr ing  2023
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U N I T E D
S T A T E S

P H O T O  B Y  I R E N E  Y E E

"When I  s tar ted  c l imbing  in
Ind ia  twe lve  years  ago ,  the
hardest  th ing  to  f ind  was
mentorsh ip  and ro le
models .  Tak ing  c l imbing
ser ious ly  to  me meant
ho ld ing  myse l f  up  to  the
h ighest  s tandards .  By
support ing  my SP I  t ra in ing ,
GCI  has  he lped me access
the  educat ion  and t ra in ing
that  w i l l  enab le  me to
become the  k ind  o f  leader
and mentor  I  needed in  my
ear ly  days  in  th is  sport . "

-  PRERNA DANGI



AUTHORS PUBLISHED
THIS YEAR

D R E A M  H I G H E R
S O U T H  A F R I C A

G R E G  O R T O N  &  T A I M U R  A H M A D
U N I T E D  S T A T E S

A L E J A N D R O  M E D I N A  F U E N T E S
M E X I C O

WE RELEASED 3 MORE

BEST PRACTICES
CHAPTERS

CLIMBING WITH AT-RISK YOUTH
ADAPTIVE RAPTOR MANAGEMENT
WORKING WITH VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES

M E X I C O

P H O T O  B Y  F R A N C E S C A  C E S A R I O /
E S C A L A N D O  F R O N T E R A S

BEST
PRACTICES
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FUNDING

AND WE ARE THRILLED TO
ANNOUNCE OUR NEW

COMMUNITY
GRANTS
POWERING THE VISIONS OF CLIMBING
ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE WORLD

Appl i ca t ions  open Apr i l  2023
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P H I L I P P I N E S

P H O T O  B Y  L I L A Y  M A R Q U E Z



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

I N C O M E E X P E N S E S
$ 6 5 , 1 5 8 $ 4 1 , 0 4 6

F u n d r a i s i n g
1 6 %

P r o g r a m s
5 0 %

A d m i n
3 4 %

I n d i v i d u a l s
1 6 %

F o u n d a t i o n s
4 6 %

I n d u s t r y
S u p p o r t
3 8 %

C H I N A

P H O T O  B Y  L I M  J O E L
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OUR INDUSTRY SUPPORTERS

I N D I A

P H O T O  B Y  K I R A N  K A L L U R /
P I T I  D H A R R  I C E  F E S T I V A L

OUR WORK IS IMPOSSIBLE
WITHOUT YOUR GENEROUS
CONTRIBUTIONS. THANK YOU!
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K E N Y A

P H O T O  B Y  D A N I  D O B R O T

L I Z  N D I N D I
I M P A C T  C O N S U L T A N T  &
A F R I C A  R E G I O N A L
C O O R D I N A T O R

D A N I  D O B R O T
A S S O C I A T E  D I R E C T O R

E L L I E  Y A T S K O
D E V E L O P M E N T  C O O R D I N A T O R

G A W A I N  P E K
A S I A  R E G I O N A L
C O O R D I N A T O R

T Y L E R  A L G E O
D I R E C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y

A M O S  L E E
I M P A C T  C O N S U L T A N T

L U D I V I N E
B R U N I S S E N
D I R E C T O R  O F  R E S E A R C H

S A R A H  L A B I B
M I D D L E  E A S T  
R E G I O N A L  C O O R D I N A T O R

N I C K I  S I M O N
D I R E C T O R  O F  E N G A G E M E N T

V E R O N I C A  B A K E R
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

S C O T T  P A G E L
D I R E C T O R  O F  S T R A T E G Y

N A T H A N I E L  S O O N
A S I A  R E G I O N A L
C O O R D I N A T O R

R O B  K Y T E
S T O R Y T E L L E R

J O R G E  M A L D O N A D O
I M P A C T  C O N S U L T A N T  &  
L A T I N  A M E R I C A  R E G I O N A L
C O O R D I N A T O R

OUR TEAM
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THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT

P H I L I P P I N E S

P H O T O  B Y  N I C K  A G U I L O S

BECOME A DONOR
GLOBALCLIMBING.ORG/SUPPORT


